SINGLE VINEYARD SERIES

CHALONE

2010 C H ARDONNAY • BROSSEAU VINEYARD
THE LABEL
For two decades, Testarossa has
specialized in small lot, vineyard-centric
Chardonnay from the best estates.

T H E P L AC E
The Chalone AVA - rocky, mountainous,
with dramatic temperature swings. A
truly unique winegrowing site.

The Brosseau estate in the Chalone appellation is arguaably the most unique

vineyard source in the Testarossa line-up. Standing 1,600 feet above sea level in
Monterey County’s Gabilan Mountains, you can actually see the Brosseau Vineyard’s
terroir. The rocky crags and peaks of nearby Pinnacles National Monument loom
over the almost moonscape-like panorama. This is the heart of the historic Chalone
appellation, where you can literally taste the district’s ancient decomposed granite
and limestone soils in every drop of wine. Owned by Testarossa Director of
Winemaking, Bill Brosseau’s family, the property was originally planted in 1980;
it has fifteen acres of Chardonnay, four acres of which are annually designated
for Testarossa. The 2010 vintage marks the ninth for Testarossa from this special
property.
The 2010 growing season was one of the coolest on record, with very even,
moderate temperatures throughout the summer and early fall. The Chardonnay fruit
(Wente and 76 clones) for this Testarossa release was picked on September 6.
Upon arrival at the winery, the fruit was carefully hand sorted. A gentle gravity flow
process is used throughout the winery. The juice went through primary fermentation
in French oak cooperage with native yeasts. Less than one quarter of the barrels
were new, allowing more fruit expression. Partial secondary malo-lactic conversion
occured naturally. The wine was allowed twelve months of sur-lie barrel aging prior
to bottling. Only 194 cases were produced.

Winegrowing
Appellation: Chalone
Vineyard: Brosseau
Soil: Heavy limestone and granite

Winemaking
Alcohol: 13.8%
Acidity: 6.47 g/L pH: 3.46
Cooperage: 100% French Oak, 18% New

THE WINE
Ripe apple, pear, and citrus flavors with
a streak of minerality. Bright, elegant
middle and acidity with just a touch of
oak.
WINEMAKER’S NOTES
“It is great fun to make wine from the vineyard I
grew up in. While the property obviously has special
meaning for me, it is also one of the most unique
sites in the state for winegrowing. I personally oversee
every facet of the process, from “dirt to bottle.” This
2010 vintage wine displays the trademark minerality
of Chalone, under the rich core of apple and citrus
flavors.”
- Bill Brosseau
AC C O L A D E S
94 Points
“From one the great sites in the historic Chalone
appellation, the 2010 Chardonnay Brosseau
Vineyard is a tightly coiled, inward wine endowed
with notable intensity. The Brosseau has tons of
character, but needs time to show the full breadth
of the pedigree of this cool-climate hillside vineyard.
Mint and flowers are some of the notes that add
complexity to the bright, mineral-infused fruit. This
is an understated wine, but one of great class and
promise.”
- Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate, Fall 2012
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